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INTRODUCTION TO THE CUMULATIVE INDEX 


During the past two centuries or so, there has been a 
steady interest in the study of comparative education. 
While much of the early writing was largely 
descriptive and was often based on curiosity, as the 
twentieth century has developed the study of 
education systems, internationally, has become more 
rigorous and purposeful, usually with the intention of 
reforming a system based on evidence drawn from 
other Societies. By the 1920s and 1930s there were 
two parallel developments taking place, especially in 
the United Kingdom. The first was very much related 
to the study of education in tropical areas, especially 
with an emphasis on issues arising from colonial 
involvement in educational development. There 
were numerous Official reports on British educational 
policy in colonial territories with particular reference 
to Africa, to vocational education and to the 
development of colonial universities which appeared 
during the 1920s and 1930s. The creation of a 
Department of Education in Tropical Areas, later 
known as the Department of Education in 
Developing Countries, at the University of London 
Institute of Education in 1927 was designed to 
provide a degree of academic leadership in Britain 
and the Commonwealth with regard to the study of 
education in Third World countries. For many years 
this was the only department of its kind in any 
university. The second development was very much 
more centred on the study of education systems in 
different industrial societies and, in due course, was 
to lead to the growth of a number of journals and 
other publications devoted to this end. Examples 
would include the World Yearbook of Education, the 
International Yearbook of Education and _ the 
International Review of Education. 

By the 1960s, therefore, there were two distinct 
fields of study. Comparative Education was largely 
concerned with the description and analysis of 
education in selected industrial societies, notably the 
U.S.A. and Canada, U.S.S.R., Japan and the 
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, and with 
the analysis of themes such as administration, 
political ideology, curriculum control, Church and 
State and the place of teachers. Education in 
Developing Countries (EDC), on the other hand, was 
largely concerned with educational developments in 


colonial or former territories in Africa, Asia and the 
Pacific. There was a certain disdain on the part of 
many leading academic comparative educators for 
EDC arguing that the subject lacked intellectual 
rigour, was not truly an academic or educational 
discipline and that it was largely concerned with the 
practical aspects of educational provision on the 
ground. While there was some truth in this argument 
it became apparent during the 1960s and 1970s that 
the problems of education across the world were 
becoming increasingly similar and that while the 
methodology of study might lie in the field of 
comparative education, the areas for study lay 
increasingly in the less developed countries. 

Indeed during the past four decades, we have seen 
the greatest growth in education, both formal and 
non-formal that the world has ever seen or is ever 
likely to see again. During the two decades 1960 to 
1980 alone, the World’s total enrolments practically 
doubled from 326 million to 641 million. By far the 
greatest increase took place in the less developed 
countries of the Third World. The need for, and 
justification for, educational issues to be studied 
comparatively and internationally, especially in less 
developed countries, is probably greater now than 
ever before, especially given the various U.N. 
Development Decades and the 1990s having been 
designated the Decade of Literacy. The commitment 
at Jomtien in Thailand, in March 1990, of many 
governments and international aid agencies to 
Education for All by 2000, means that there is a 
growing emphasis on the educational needs of less 
developed countries. 

While the World Bank and UNESCO, especially, 
are undertaking an increasing number of studies on 
the educational problems of Third World countries, 
and are using comparative data to inform their 
judgements and policy-making decisions, it had 
become apparent by the late 1970s that too many of 
the articles in comparative educational journals were 
related to issues in developed countries and were 
either written by academics for academics, or were 
largely descriptive rather than comparative, or were 
too concerned with paradigms on comparative 
theories and methodologies to be of much value to 
practitioners and policy makers in the field. 
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Nevertheless the debate about education’s role in 
development, which began in the late 1950s and 
which gained momentum in the 1960s and 1970s, and 
which brought in economists, development econo- 
mists, planners and policy-makers, began to be 
shaped by articles in journals such as Comparative 
Education Review, International Review of Edu- 
cation, Comparative Education and Compare. 
However there was nothing on the market which was 
essentially focused towards education in developing 
countries and which was less ‘academically’ orient- 
ated and more ‘policy’ orientated, based on the 
practical outworkings of educational experiments in 
EDCs. 

A group of British educators, therefore, felt that 
there was long overdue a need to establish a journal 
whose priority focus was the less-developed world, 
which would attract articles from practitioners, 
policy-makers and planners, academics and aid 
agency ‘experts’ in both North and South, and 
whose main thrust would be to inform and encourage 
fellow practitioners and policy-makers in the 
different fields of education and development. Thus 
the International Journal of Educational Develop- 
ment was born at the beginning of the Third 
Development Decade. It is significant that since the 
first issue in 1981 the majority of articles have not 
necessarily been of an academic nature from 
academics in university departments to other 
academics, but they have largely been based on field 
work and research, have increasingly been written 
from a Third World perspective and have involved 
studies in literacy, non-formal education, economic 
and educational planning, technical and vocational 
education, rural development and _ agricultural 
education just as much as with formal education. 
Increasingly, individuals from international agencies 
_ —SIDA, USAID, ODA and particularly the World 
Bank — have used the journal to publish the findings 
of their research or to raise important policy issues. 

Thus, in 1990 the International Journal of 
Educational Development achieved a milestone when 
it completed its first ten years of publication as an 
international journal devoted almost entirely to 
educational issues in developing countries. With 
Volume 11, Number 1, appearing in the Spring of 
1991, the journal enters a new phase. Not only is 
there a new Chief Editor and two regional editors 
covering the Americas and Asia respectively but 
there is also a new team of internationally respected 
members on the Editorial Board. One of the 
Regional Editors, Professor Philip Altbach, Director 
of the Comparative Education Center at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo and a former 


editor of the Comparative Education Review offered 
to produce a cumulative index of the first ten volumes 
of the journal, beginning from 1981. Both I, as Chief 
Executive Editor and Pergamon Press, as publishers 
of the journal, were delighted to accept Professor 
Altbach’s offer and it gives me enormous pleasure to 
write this brief introduction to the Cumulative Index, 
which represents a considerable amount of personal 
commitment and organisation on both his part and on 
the part of one of his graduate students, Corbin 
Guedegbe. 

The story of the first ten years of the journal can be 
found in the first part of Keith Watson’s paper, 
‘Information Dissemination: the Role of the 
International Journal of Educational Development 
1979-1989’ in Volume 10, Numbers 2/3 of the journal 
(235 in the Cumulative Index). In this he shows how, 
from small beginnings under the inspiration of 
William Ozanne, a partner in William Ozanne and 
partners, a Birmingham-based firm of educational 
consultants, and Professor Philip Taylor of Birming- 
ham University’s School of Education, a new journal 
devoted to educational issues, policies problems and 
practices in less developed countries was launched. 
Needing an additional input of capital and a 
more extensive marketing outlet after Volume 
2 the management team sought a ‘marriage’ with 
Pergamon Press ple of Oxford. Since Volume 3 
(1983), therefore, Pergamon Press has been 
responsible for both publishing and marketing of the 
journal, during which time its circulation coverage 
and academic respectability have all grown consider- 
ably. It is hoped that the next ten years will build 
upon these foundations and that the journal will go 
from strength to strength in both the geographical 
regions it covers and in the ‘academic’ topics it 
considers. 

The Cumulative Index is developed in four modes: 
authors and article titles, presented in alphabetical 
order, form the bulk of the index. Thereafter follow a 
subject cross-reference index, a geographical cross- 
reference index and a joint-author cross-reference 
index. Any one of these approaches should prove 
helpful to someone new to the journal, as well as 
invaluable to those who have been taking the journal 
during the past ten years. 

It can be seen that there have been two hundred 
and fifty published articles. At first, these were 
written by a predominantly British authorship. 
Gradually, North American and World Bank authors 
became involved. As the journal became better 
known, authors from Africa, Asia and Latin America 
have begun to offer insightful pieces on their own 
geographical regions. There is still a preponderance 
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of papers from or about certain regions — Botswana, 
China, Kenya, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Sri 
Lanka, Tanzania. There is, likewise, a dearth of 
papers relating to the Middle East and North Africa, 
the diverse countries of Latin America, the Indian 
sub-continent and South East Asia. Papers from 
scholars with an interest in any of these regions would 
be more than welcome. 

In subject areas the major groupings have been 
administration, curriculum, finance, higher educa- 
tion, planning, reform, research, school achievement 
and vocational training. In the light of the agenda for 
education in the 1990s, set at the 1990 Jomtien 
Conference, Education for All, it is in the journal’s 
interests to encourage articles on adult and 
continuing education, literacy, non-formal educa- 
tion, primary versus higher education, quality issues, 
gender and minority issues. No area is excluded 
provided there is a ‘development’ slant. Papers based 
on projects and experiments, whether or not these 
have been successful, on policy changes or debates, 
or On comparative, cross-cultural analysis will all be 
warmly welcomed. Papers based on doctoral 
research by Third World students will also be 


particularly welcome since part of the policy of the 
International Journal of Educational Development 
since its inception has been to enable Third World 
scholars, administrators and policy makers to inform 
one another about developments in their particular 
countries or regions as well as to be informed about 
similar developments. One of the roles of a journal 
such as the International Journal of Educational 
Development is to act as a focal point for 
disseminating information of both a practical and a 
theoretical nature in the hope that it will help to 
inform policy-makers in their judgements. 

If you are a new subscriber to the journal, may 
I warmly welcome you and wish you many happy 
years of reading and thinking. If you are an old 
subscriber may I urge you to stay with us. To 
both groups, however, may I commend Professor 
Altbach’s and Corbin Guedegbe’s excellent cumu- 
lative index to the journal with enthusiasm. I 
trust that it will prove to be useful to you, whatever 
your professional role may be. 


KEITH WATSON 
University of Reading (January, 1991) 
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